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DAITON
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(Editor's Note: To arrange an advance telephone interview with Mario Cuomo or cover his
April6 speech, contact Linda Robertson at (937) 229-3257.)
MARIO CUOMO TO TACKLE POLITICAL POLARIZATION
AND ISSUES FROM SOCIAL SECURITY TO ENVIRONMENT IN FREE TALK
DAYTON, Ohio - Some questions not only beg answers, they demand them.
"What is the United States? What is our value?" former New York Gov. Mario Cuomo
asked in a telephone interview." Are we a community? Are we enough of a community? We
need to inquire into what we are as a people, as Americans."
Cuomo will address these issues and the challenges of education, health care, social
security and the environment when he speaks about "Values and the Pursuit of Social Justice"
at 3:30p.m. on Wednesday, April6, at the Benjamin and Marian Schuster Performing
Arts Center. His keynote address is part of the University of Dayton 1s 17th annual Bro.
Joseph W. Stander Symposium and Honors Convocation.
Admission is free and open to the public, but a ticket is required. Call (937) 229-2545.
Tickets for any remaining seats will be available at the Schuster Center one hour before the
presentation.
"At this time in our nation's history, these are questions that we should all be asking
ourselves," Cuomo said. "And it's not just a rna tter of who we are as a people but 'who
should we be?' that needs to be addressed.
"No one will disagree that solutions are made easier with resources," he said. "But it is
difficult to understand why we should have a problem with money as one of the richest
countries in the world."
Cuomo dealt with financial challenges as he balanced 12 consecutive state budgets and
created an estimated half a million jobs during his 12-year tenure as governor of New York
from 1982-1994.
The former governor, who completed his law degree at St. John's University in 1956,
-overOFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679
(937) 229-3241 (937) 229-3063 Fax
www.udayton.edu

reentered private law practice in 1995 when he joined the firm of Willkie Parr & Gallagher. He
specializes in litigation, corporate transactions and special corporate investigations.
Cuomo has written a number of books, most recently, "Why Lincoln Matters, Today
More Than Ever," published in 2004.
According to Cuomo, current issues have become even more challenging because of
strong political polarization - the battle between the red and the blue states.
"Sometimes it's as if we are standing at opposite sides of a chasm shouting at each
other and neither side is willing to build a bridge," Cuomo said. "We have to find a way to
come together."
Cuomo's talk is one of two downtown Stander Symposium events open to the public.
Celebration of the Arts, featuring student performances and faculty collaborations, is slated
for 8 p.m. on Tuesday, AprilS, at the Victoria Theatre. Herbert Woodward Martin, professor
emeritus of English, will serve as master of ceremonies, and Neal Gittleman, Dayton
Philharmonic Orchestra conductor, will make a guest appearance. Tickets are $5. Call (937)
229-2545.
-30For media interviews about the Stander Symposium, contact co-chairs Steve
Dandaneau at (937) 229-4615 and Jayne Robinson and (937) 229-2580.

